
  

Introduction 

Regional Transit Advisory Panel   

During the 2020 General Assembly session, the 
legislature passed House Bill 1726 and Senate Bill 1038 
which created the Hampton Roads Regional Transit Fund 
(HRRTF). The HRRTF is the first dedicated source of 
transit funding for the Hampton Roads region, and is to be 
used to create an interconnected network of regional 
backbone transit routes referred to as the 757 Express. 
This fund is supported by monies from the statewide 
recordation tax, as well as an additional grantorôs tax and 
hotel tax that will be applied in the six Hampton Roads 
Transit (HRT) localities (the cities of Chesapeake, 
Hampton, Newport News, Norfolk, Portsmouth and 
Virginia Beach).  

In total, the HRRTF is projected to provide Hampton 
Roads Transit approximately $30 million annually to 
support this regional backbone system. The HRRTF funds 
will be managed by the Hampton Roads Transportation 
Accountability Commission and will be used by HRT to 
develop a regional backbone network consisting of 13 bus 
routes, each with consistent 15 minute service intervals, 
bus stop amenities and technology to provide an 
interconnected transit network across the HRT localities. 

As part of this action, the General Assembly enacted the 
following provision creating the Regional Transit Advisory 
Panel (RTAP): 

RTAP Recommendations 

That the Hampton Roads Transportation 
Planning Organization shall establish a 

regional transit advisory panel composed of 
representatives of major business and 
industry groups, employers, shopping 

destinations, institutions of higher education, 
military installations, hospitals and health 
care centers, public transit entities, and any 
other groups identified as necessary to 
provide ongoing advice to the regional 

planning process required pursuant to Ä33.2-
286 of the Code of Virginia on the long-term 
vision for a multimodal regional public transit 

network in Hampton Roads. 
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RTAP Recommendations

As follow up to this legislation, the HRTPO staff worked with Hampton Roads Transit staff to 
develop a Membership Roster for the Regional Transit Advisory Panel. This membership roster 
included those sectors required by the Code of Virginia while also ensuring diversity and 
inclusiveness across this Panel. In July 2020, the HRTPO Board took action to formally appoint the 
RTAP membership, which is listed on pages four and five of this brochure. 

The RTAP held its first meeting on November 18, 2020, and met eight times between November 
2020 and November 2021. To begin its work, the RTAP received information briefings from the 
three transit agencies serving the Hampton Roads region: Hampton Roads Transit, Williamsburg 
Area Transit Authority (WATA) and Suffolk Transit. The RTAP also reviewed the legislation 
approved by the Virginia General Assembly and discussed the importance of a regional transit 
network to the economic health and competitiveness of the Hampton Roads region. 


